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One can see such children every day among the lower
classes: children m whose miserable little faces greed
and sin and shrewdness, vulgarity and harshness, have
set the sign of evil thoughts. Yet these children
who have been trained to make their way in life will
never lead lives such as any human being ought to
experience. It is very true that among vulgar Ameri-
cans or Britons, as among those of many other
races, there is a melancholy majority of people
who would be charmed to have sons who would
" succeed in life " at any cost, independently of prin-
ciples or poetry, culture or humanity, according to the
wisdom of "business first, pleasure afterwards." But
I assume that childhood, like womanhood, is, or ought
to be, instinctively fond of the ideal or imaginative,
and that instead of repressing this tendency we should
employ it to practical purpose in its time.

Now the boy who has got a general idea of design,
and sees the possibility of mastering all the minor arts,
does not feel, on acquiring this power, as a man of thirty
would. He is still in fairyland: it is droll or wonderful
that he, a boy, should be an artist. Play is still a part
of his soul: it is his nature, as it ought to be. Take it
out of him, and you will take the humanity out of his
after-life. When lessons are given to children simply
as work devoid of the ideal, they may learn them, but
not with love. Present these same lessons, not precisely
as sports, but as employment which gives them a con-
sciousness of being beyond what they are, of playing
a part in life or of acting, and they will master them with
great facility It is as if one were to offer any ordinary
man a fortune as soon as he could speak any given modern
language. He will be sure to learn it.